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and inclusiveness. For 90 years, Girl Scouts
has had a proven track record of empowering
girls to become leaders, helping adults be
positive role models and mentors for children,
and helping to build solid communities. I sa-
lute Girl Scouts on this tremendous milestone,
and am confident that Girl Scouts is sure to
continue this tradition for the next 90 years
and beyond.
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Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, It gives me great
pleasure to rise today to recognize the Girl
Scouts as the pre-eminent all girls organiza-
tion in the world. Founded on March 12, 1912
in Savannah, Georgia, the Girl Scouts organi-
zation celebrates Its 90th Anniversary of serv-
ice to the girls and women of America.

The Girl Scouts serves the unique interests
of girls by providing girls with programs de-
signed especially for them in an all-girls set-
ting.

The Girls Scout Council of Buffalo & Erie
County, Inc., joins Councils throughout the
United States, and Girl Scouts everywhere, in
celebration of the 90th Anniversary of Girl
Scouting in the USA, and its 85th year of serv-
ice to the girls of Western New York.

The year 2002, marks nine decades of Girl
Scouts providing girls with age-appropriate
programs that help to impart good moral val-
ues, life skills, a respect for themselves and
others, a foundation necessary for girls to be-
come contributing adult members of their com-
munities.

Girl Scout Troops in Buffalo & Erie County,
Inc., and Girl Scouts across America, take
their role as patriotic Americans more seri-
ously than ever. Two of their public service
endeavors include airlifting donations of Girl
Scout Cookies and letters of encouragement
to the women and men of the U.S. armed
services stationed in Afghanistan and donating
dollars to the children of Afghanistan.

The Girls Scouts of Buffalo & Erie County
serve their immediate community through Gifts
of Caring and Bronze, Silver and Gold Award
service projects, that not only provides individ-
uals with the necessities of life, but also helps
to uplift the spirits of the homeless and less
fortunate members of society.

I hope that all of my colleagues will join me
in honoring the Girl Scouts.
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Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to talk about an important issue fac-
ing our community: the affordability of long-
term care. People today are living longer and
healthier lives than ever before. When the
Declaration of Independence was signed, the

average life expectancy was 23. In the United
States today, life expectancy at birth is 80
years.

While this increased life expectancy is al-
lowing us to live fuller lives, it is also pre-
senting us with serious financial challenges.
Half of all older Americans who live alone will
‘‘spend’’ themselves into poverty after only 13
weeks in a nursing home.

My own family had to make difficult emo-
tional and financial decisions when my father
needed care. My dad was a pediatrician, and
always lived a full life. When he needed care,
my sisters and I struggled to find the perfect
place for him to live.

We wanted to make sure he was happy and
received high quality medical care. We
searched for months to find the right place for
our dad and we learned very quickly how ex-
pensive long-term care is. Fortunately, we had
the financial resources to take care of him, but
many families do not.

My experience with my dad renewed my
commitment to improve our long-term care
system. I took on this mission in Congress
and I am pleased today to introduce the Long
Term Care Support and Incentive Act. This
much needed legislation will make a real dif-
ference for San Diegans carrying for older
family members.

First, the bill will give a $4,000 tax credit for
seniors with long-term care needs and their
caregivers. We know how many sacrifices
families make to take care of their loved ones.
They miss work, or in some cases are forced
to give up their jobs. They pay for expensive
medical supplies and equipment, and bare the
burden of enormous medical bills. This tax
credit will help ease their financial burden.

The second section of my legislation will es-
tablish a tax deduction for long-term care in-
surance premiums. As the long-term care
needs in our community increase, we must
face the reality that many seniors do not have
family or friends to take care of them full time.

This is particularly important to women.
Women live longer than men. Often times,
women are the primary caregivers for their
husbands. After their husbands pass away,
there is often no one around to take care of
them.

Long-term care insurance can help fill this
gap, but premiums can be expensive. My leg-
islation will make long-term care insurance
more affordable by allowing individuals over
65 to deduct 75 percent of the cost of their
premiums and individuals under 65 to deduct
50 percent of the cost of their premiums.

In addition, I have included several impor-
tant consumer protections in the bill to ensure
that people are purchasing responsible insur-
ance plans that will adequately meet their
long-term care needs.

The bill requires plans to include:
Mandatory inflation protection;
A lifetime deductible requirement that en-

sures policy holders must only pay their de-
ductible one time in their lifetime;

Mandatory interchangeability so that individ-
uals can determine where their benefits are
spent;

A care coordination program that ensures
seniors receive assistance in planning and se-
curing the services they need.

By encouraging people to plan ahead for
the future and purchase long-term care insur-
ance, we can ensure that seniors live dignified
and independent lives. I urge all of my col-

leagues in Congress to work with me to pass
it quickly into law.
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to pay tribute to the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America. Earlier this month, the Girl
Scouts celebrated their 90th Anniversary, and
it is appropriate for us to take time to honor
their contributions to our nation.

The Girl Scouts were founded by Juliette
Gordon Low on March 12, 1912 in Savannah,
Georgia and were chartered by Congress on
March 16, 1950. Today, the Girl Scouts boast
3.7 million members, 2.7 million of whom are
daisies, brownies, junior scouts, cadets, and
senior scouts. And they are supported by al-
most one million adult volunteers. The Girl
Scouts is a truly worldwide organization
partnering with the World Association of Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts to create a family of
ten million girls and adults in 140 countries.

As the former State Superintendent of North
Carolina’s public schools, I understand how
important the Girl Scouts are to the develop-
ment of our young women. The Girl Scouts
are working to encourage young women to
pursue careers in science and technology
through a number of innovative science and
math education initiatives. These initiatives
provide girls with mentors, role models, and
the technological resources to prepare them to
succeed in the 21st Century.

Through Girl Scouts girls become strong
women and good citizens. They participate in
a number of activities that are designed to fos-
ter friendship, and build character. They learn
leadership skills, teamwork, and core values
that will guide them throughout their lives.
These values are outlined in the Girl Scout
Law:

I will do my best to be honest and fair,
friendly and helpful, considerate and caring,
courageous and strong, and responsible for
what I say and do, and to respect myself and
others, respect authority, use resources wise-
ly, make the world a better place, and be a
sister to every Girl Scout.

More than 50 million women in the U.S.
have been Girl Scouts. Today these women
are America’s doctors, lawyers, teachers, and
mothers. The lessons they learned in their
childhood from their field trips and projects are
still being applied today. Our nation is stronger
today because of the Girl Scouts. I am proud
to join my colleagues in saluting the Girl
Scouts and look forward to what the next 90
years will bring.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I
rise today to honor Tadele Worku, recipient of
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